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‘Soviet Involvem

Washington =~ Washington
l'is placing practically exclusive

< Between the Lines | RN

Russia’s Role in Viet Nam

ent Downgraded by ‘Faceless Men’%

telligence production, said his
agency accepted.the accuracy :

| emphasis on Red China as tje

major outside influence in the

Viet Nam war, This flies In

the face of
lrepeated
avowals by
the USSR and
evidence that
it is providing
the sinews
and the brains
for what it
lcalls a “liber- |
!ation war” in" i
\ Viet Nam, In
yits public re-
[ leases, the State Departmeft
i either ignores Soviet Russials

j' Leonid Brezhnev, First Secrg-
. tary of the Soviet Centr
{ Committee,
( that Soviet Russia will not a
rlow the United States
1 achieve its goals in Viet Nanj.
i In a speech before the plenar}
meeting of the Central Cont-
mittee Jast Sept. 29, he said: |
“We have already deliverell
and are delivering to the Demd-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, b

;14 |*'examine recommendations for

. By
EDITH KERMIT ROOSEVELT

State for Economic Affairs,
said in Dallas on Oct. 21, that
Congress would be asked to

changes in East-West trade
policy.” Thig implied an in-

"
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machine tools. Yet Soviet sta- .
tistics are notoriously mislead- 4
ing and wholly unreliable, a ’
fact frequently admitted by So- .
viet officials. Amory’s state-
ment can be found on Pages .

" CP)

crease of our trade with the
Soviet Union and its satellites,
enabling them to increase their
military aid to Viet Naml

The Justification’

. The offieial justification for
this is to be found in what are
called “National Intelligence
Estimates.” These reflect the

Soviet Russia is “mellowing”
and is not a threat to U. S, se-

-jeurity. An intelligence esti~

mate i a judi,ment regarding
the probability of future po-
litical and military develop-
ments by our intelligence com-
plex. Periodically, staff men
Oﬂ.ﬁcfié_sﬂbﬁqand.g.tnat!qn.a!,.,esti-
matfes produce papers intended
to evaluate the intentions and
capabilities of ~ Communis}
countries, ,
. The President and his Cabi-
net use these as a basis for polie
cy  formulation, dealing with
the budget, military research

considerable amount df
weapons and military equij
ment. Our policy is to continup
'to deliver it every assistancd,
both material and politica
which it will need to repulsh
U. S. aggression.”

Soviet Equipment

The Soviets are doing jug
that. Soviet and Czech-mad
antiaircraft artillery is taking
a heavy toll of America
planes flying over targets i
North Viet Nam. Soviet blog
ships are undeterred as the
carry thousands of tons of mili
tary and paramilitary equip
ment ‘into the port of Hai
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The rcason Washington |
playing down Moscow's rolg i
the Viet Nam war should be
obvioys. It would embarras
Jour .policy of “building
bridges” — increasing East

o, Al

and development, weapons pro-
curement and the size of our.
military forces.' These estl-
mates are also largely used to
set U. S, policy in regard to
trade with the Soviet bloc,

Provided Rationale

Since World - War 1I, these
stimates have provided the ra-
ionale for export to Moscow
f supplies and equipment that
he Soviets vitally need for
heir military buildup. The
stimates pictured a Soviet :
loc capable of meeting

QUL diid oU/ Of e SUGLCOIMITIL-
tee hearing report entitled “Ex-*
port of Strategic Materials to

“the USSR and other Soviet .

Bloc Countries,” Part 2, Oct. -
24, 1961, :

‘Faulty Evaluation

0 overnment's inflated
evaluation of the Soviet econ:
omy became_so widely known ;

State Department theory that “that it was finally contradicted ©

by the ClIA in its published re-_!
ort of Jan. 9, 1964, and by a’;
Elate—:.l.?.e.‘l?f?ﬂmé!it.'repor.t Jlast?
September. ” By that time, as |
usual, the damage had already
been done. For nearly a dec-
ade, critical intelligence facts
pointing to glaring gaps in the
Soviet economy were either 4
overlooked or deliberately ig- -
nored, )
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. Thus, we were prevented {.

from exploiting what could -
have been crippling weak-

nesses in the USSR's capacity. ;. . .

for fostering “liberation wars.”
At the same time, we set the';
example for England and’}
others of our allies to furnish
the items the Reds critically :
needed on the grounds that
these were not strategic any :
longer since the Soviets were
capable of manufacturing them
anyway,

Today, Amory is no longer
in government. ‘This is irrele-
vant. The same small group of
“faceless men” is directing the
drive for more East-West trade,
dovetaillng into Moscow's
propaganda campaign with-the -
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ulk of its requirements.
In 1954, .distorted - intelll.
ence estimates were used to-
ustify deleting or downgrad.
ng some 77 categories of ma--‘!
hine tools from the Battle Act-,
ist which barred their ship-}
ent behind the Iron Curtain.g'

ccording to the Senate In..

stant Secretary
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ormer deputy director for Jn-
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